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Message from the Founders 
We were pleased and encouraged to receive many favorable 
comments regarding our first Support Our Survivors of Iwo Jima 
Newsletter.  Support Our Survivors was formed in 2009 by Iwo Jima 
Survivor volunteers, Marianne Mihalyo and Gary Roy.  The Mission of 
the Support Our Survivors of Iwo Jima is to offer help and support to 
all Iwo Jima Survivors as a way of showing respect and thanks for 
their military service and sacrifices.  We offer our help in supporting 
their goals by fundraising and promoting public awareness and 
education of the WWII Battle of Iwo Jima and the veterans who fought 
and died there.  We seek to unite those interested in WWII veterans 
by promoting this forum for communication.  We also work to promote 
respect, recognition and thanks to all WWII Veterans and to keep 
alive the memory of their service.  We work directly with the Survivors 
and have their full backing.  
 

We are inviting volunteers to join our group, meet and become friends with the Survivors and help them 
with their activities.  There are many things you can do to help: Adopt-A-Survivor, organize events, write 
articles, make educational posters and signs, to name a few.  This newsletter and the last one turned out to 
be long due to the amount of months they covered.  It is our hope that with more help, this newsletter can 
be published more frequently.  In the meantime, we hope you enjoy reading the articles, find the 
information interesting and inspire you to get involved.  Feel free to contact us if you would like to join, have 
questions, or have ideas or thoughts to share.   
 

Sincerely, 
Marianne Mihalyo and Gary Roy  
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Previous Events  

During May, Iwo Jima Survivors were invited to talk to students at Hall High School in West 
Hartford.  Liz Divine, a teacher there, organized classes to meet with Survivors William Doran, 
USMC and Harry Rosenfeld, US Navy.  It was a unique opportunity for the students to hear about 
the Battle first hand from Survivors who were there.  The students listened carefully and later 
asked many questions.  It was a rewarding experience for both the students and Survivors.  The 
Survivors were later pleased to receive many letters from the students thanking them for their visit. 

Survivors Speak to Students at Hall High School 

May 20, 2009 
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Leathernecks of Connecticut Make Annual Trip to Iwo Jima Memorial 

May 2009 
 

The Leathernecks Motorcycle Club from Connecticut made their annual ride 
to the National Iwo Jima Memorial Park during May this year.  The 
Leathernecks are a regional group of motorcycle enthusiasts who are 
Marine veterans.  They hold many fundraisers and charity rides to help 
others in need.  The Leathernecks participated and helped at this years 
Flag Day Open House and VJ Day Candlelight Ceremony of 
Remembrance.  The Iwo Jima Survivors are proud to have the 
Leathernecks as supporters and look forward towards their participation in 
additional future events.  To learn more about the Leathernecks, go to  
www.CTleathernecks.com. 
 

Photos courtesy of the Leathernecks   

Harry Rosenfeld and William Doran speak to students at 
Hall High School. 

 
 
 

Liz Divine, Harry Rosenfeld, Principle Dr. Slater and 
William Doran 
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The Annual Newington Memorial Day 
Parade was held on May 25, 2009.  The Iwo Jima 
Survivors previously marched in this parade 
many times.  They did not participated the past 
few years but were happy to have the chance this 
year.  This was possible due to the efforts of 
Michael Fox from the Newington VFW post 9836 
and through the generous donation of the MaGee 
Company of West Hartford who provided and 
drove a decorated vehicle and trailer for the 
Survivors to ride in. 
 
 
 
 

On the day of the parade, we were 
pleased to have Mr. John Danielewicz, U. S. 
Navy, Mr. Bill Doran, U.S. Marines and Mr. 
Harry Rosenfeld, U. S. Navy, able to be in the 
parade.  All three veterans are Iwo Jima 
Survivors.   
 

Iwo Jima Survivor volunteers, Gary Roy 
and Marianne Mihalyo, contacted area Survivors 
who were willing and able to be in the parade.  
Local TV station, NCTV, filmed a show to 
promote the Newington Parade.  Mr. Bill Doran, a 
West Hartford Iwo Jima Survivor, was 
interviewed by Mr. Michael Fox and filmed at the 
Newington studio.  Mr. Doran spoke of his 
military experiences on Iwo Jima and how it 
affected him then and now.  He told both serious 
and lighthearted stories of his battle experiences.  
Mr. Doran also brought momentos and letters to 
explain and show.  His first-hand accounts of 
what happened were interesting and informative. 
 

Survivor Bill 
Doran prepares to 
be interviewed by 
Michael Fox of 
NCTV 

Newington Memorial Day Parade 

May 23, 2009 
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Iwo Jima Survivor, Mr. John Danielewicz, rides in the float 
driven by Jason Leavitt of the MaGee Company.  Mr. 
Danielewicz is a New Britain resident who served aboard 
the USS Essex during the Battle of Iwo Jima. 

 There was a great public turnout to watch the 
parade and the weather was nice.  It was apparent 
that the Survivors enjoyed their participation in the 
parade.  The crowds also showed their respect and 
appreciation to the veterans.  Boy Scouts from 
Newington volunteered to lead the Survivors in the 
parade and carry the Iwo Jima Survivor banner. 

 

Mr. Bill Doran, U.S. Marines and 
Mr. Harry Rosenfeld, U. S. Navy 

The float and trailer patriotically decorated and provided 
by MaGee Company of West Hartford. 
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Memorial Day Ceremony by the Marine Corps League 

Hardware City Division 

May 30, 2009 

Part of the ceremonial speech is presented here: 
 

 ñ...We stand on these hallowed grounds with one mutual 
intent---to continue to memorialize and remember our fallen 
brothers-in-arms.  Many in their teens and twenties and many 
who would not see their 21

st
 birthday as they died, protecting 

and insuring the freedoms that we seniors hold sacred.  We 
have a solemn obligation that this legacy of freedom and 
peace is not lost in our younger generations.  It is important 
that the history and tradition of Iwo Jima is recited so that 
every generation will know and appreciate what happened 64 
years ago and will understand why the participantôs place in 
history is so secure...ò.  
 

Please contact us if you would like a copy of the entire 
ceremonial speech given by Marine Corp League 
member Greg Forbush,  
 

The City of New Britain held Memorial Day ceremonies at several 
veterans monuments throughout the city.  The Marine Corps League (MCL) 
Hardware City Division participated in each one.  Marine Corps League 
member Greg Forbush and some of his fellow members made a stop at the 
National Iwo Jima Memorial to pay their respects to the servicemen killed on 
Iwo Jima.  Marine Corps League members present at the ceremony were: 
Rivers McCalop, Donald Ostertag, Ray Burrington, Earl Herrington, Jack 
Truhan, Leo Fitzpatrick, Sam Beamon (State Commidant of the MCL) and 
Greg Forbush (Legislative Officer for the State of CT MCL).  Also present 
were Auxilliary members Millie Herrington and Chris Forbush.  They 
conducted a solemn ceremony to honor those KIA.   

Iwo Jima Survivors, John Danielewicz, Bill Doran, Harry Rosenfeld and staff of the MaGee Company,  
Jason and Cory Leavitt and Reno, who donated use of their float so that the Survivors  

could participate in the parade. 
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Survivors toll bell, remember sacrifices at Iwo Jima 

May 30, 2009 
 

This article is a reprint from the New Britain Herald.  Photos by Marianne Mihalyo. 
 
Saturday, May 30, 2009 10:12 PM EDT 
By JENNIFER ABEL, Staff writer 
 

NEWINGTON ð The Battle of Iwo Jima was over 64 years ago, and the number of remaining 
survivors grows smaller each year. On Saturday afternoon a handful of those survivors assembled 
for a memorial service at the Iwo Jima Survivors Memorial Park, which straddles the line between 
Newington and New Britain. 
 

Joseph Sokoloski, a sergeant with the Connecticut National Guard, was one of the guardsmen at 
the ceremony directing people to parking spaces and helping disabled veterans reach their seats. 
 

ñIôve done this every year except the year I was deployed overseas,ò he said. ñThere used to be a 
lot more survivors. Twelve, 14 years ago when we started, there were a lot more people here. 
Theyôd park up and down the street.ò 
 

About a hundred people were at Saturdayôs ceremony. One of them was Win Gentile, whose late 
husband, George, founded and designed the memorial park, which opened in 1995. 
 

George Gentileôs old friend John Conant, a fellow 
Iwo Jima veteran, is now president of the Iwo Jima 
Memorial Historical Foundation, and was 
Saturdayôs master of ceremonies. Conant stood at 
a temporary podium set up next to the monumentôs 
eternal flame. 
 

The main feature of the memorial is an enormous 
block of polished black granite, inscribed with the 
names of every Connecticut man who died at Iwo 
Jima. Atop the granite block is a statue of the 
iconic ñflag raising at Iwo Jimaò photograph; the 
men are statues but the flag is real. 
 

Pat Whelan of Glastonbury, clad in Scottish regalia, played the bagpipes, including a mournful 
version of the Marine Corps Hymn while four Marines in dress uniforms presented the colors at the 
beginning of the ceremony. 
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ñI would like to thank the survivors,ò Conant said, and asked the survivors to stand. Only six people 
stood in the front row: four elderly men and two women. One of the men, E. Gage Hotaling, later 
came forward to stand next to the podium, where a little brass bell stood on a pillar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conant somberly read out the names of every Connecticut man who died on Iwo Jima. After each 
name, Hotaling rang the bell. 
 

Hotaling was an Army chaplain on Iwo Jima, and had the unpleasant task of burying the bodies of 
almost 2,000 fallen Americans, including the majority of those from Connecticut. Perhaps he 
personally remembered some of those names for whom he tolled the bell. 
 

After that somber recitation, Conant spoke again to the crowd. 
 

ñThe raising of the flag was one of the most reproduced 
photographs in history,ò he said. But many people thought it 
happened at the end of the battle, which wasnôt the case. 
ñThe flag raising marked the beginning of more than 28 
days of living and dying hell,ò Conant said. He also 
dismissed the notion that the flag-raising was a symbol of 
glory. 
 

ñFor the men at Iwo Jima there was no glory. If you were in 
a car accident where your entire family perished, would you 
get out of the car and celebrate that youôre still alive? I 
doubt it ... glory was not the motivation of this monument. 

The seeds were grief, pain and [survivorôs] guilt.ò 
 
 

Jennifer Abel can be reached at jabel@ctcentral.com or by calling (860) 225-4601, ext. 306. 
URL: http://www.newbritainherald.com/articles/2009/05/30/news/doc4a21e5835592b890601761.prt 

© 2009 newbritainherald.com, a Journal Register Property 

 

      Rev. E. Gage Hotaling           Evelyn Wisner    William Wood 

mailto:jabel@ctcentral.com
http://www.journalregister.com/
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Iwo Jima Survivor, John Danielewicz, was 
the Grand Marshall of this yearôs New 
Britain Memorial Day parade.  He was 
escorted in a restored antique vehicle 
provided by Schaller.  John is a New 
Britain native who served in the Navy 
during WWII aboard the U.S.S. Essex.  
His ship survived numerous kamikaze 
attacks and a typhoon in the China Sea.  
John, a Gunners Mate, received the 
Asiatic Pacific Ribbon, the Presidential 
Unit Citation and eight other medals.  John 
is a member of the Iwo Jima Survivors 
Association.  He is 91 years old. 

New Britain Memorial Day Parade 

May 30, 2009 

Destroyer Escorts Hold DE-Day Program 

June 7, 2009 

The Connecticut Chapter of the Destroyer-Escort 
Sailors Association, DESA, held their DE-Day 
ceremony at the National Iwo Jima Memorial on 
Sunday, June 7, 2009.   The Master of 
Ceremonies was Nicholas Palermo, DESA 
Officer and member of the Iwo Jima Memorial 
Historical Foundation.  Annette Palermo, 
President of the Womenôs Auxiliary, spoke on 
their behalf. 

 Vincent Thomas, USNR Iwo Jima Survivor,  

spoke about the National Iwo Jima Memorial. 
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The Destroyer Escort Roll of Honor contains the 
names of 1,304 shipmates who gave their lives 
while attached to Destroyer Escorts represented 
on 117 ships.  DESA was founded in 1992 and 
has 36 chapters across the country.  DESA 
works to meet the needs of the members and to 
keep alive the memory of the Destroyer Escorts.  
We are proud and honored that DESA chose to 
hold their ceremony at the Memorial Park. 
 

Raymond Rivard read and presented Governor 
Rells DE-Day Proclamation to the Conn-DESA 
Skipper, Harry Wheeler. Raymond Rivard is a 
USMC Korean War Veteran and past president 
of the Iwo Jima Memorial Historical Foundation. 

Elliot Glassman, USN Iwo Jima Survivor, gave a 
tribute to Destroyer Escort and Escort Sailors.   

Raymond Rivard, Keynote speaker, explained 
the formation of the Iwo Jima Memorial Park 
and Monument.    
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There were many exciting events going on.  The 
Marine Corps League gave a wonderful 
demonstration of flag etiquette.  Their program is 
called Forever Wave.  Those who watched the 
program learned about the history of our countryôs 
flag, the proper way to display the flag, how to fold 
the flag and what each fold means.   
 

On display were documents and posters 
explaining different aspects of the battle and 
current and historical photos and Survivor 
activities. 
 

The Leathernecks Motorcycle Club arrived on 
their bikes and were present to participate and 
show their support.  The Survivors really enjoyed 
having them there.   
 

Connecticut Open House Day was observed 
throughout the state on June 13

th
.  It is a day when 

many attractions open their doors to visitors for 
free or at discounted prices.  This was the first year 
the Iwo Jima Survivors participated.  Visitors were 
invited to the National Iwo Jima Memorial park to 
learn about the Battle of Iwo Jima, the Memorial 
Park, history, flag etiquette, WWII memorabilia and 
meet and speak with Survivors. 
 

We were proud to have as our honored guest, Dr. 
Linda Schwartz, CT Dept of Veterans Affairs 
Commissioner.  She spoke about the veterans in 
CT and the Iwo Jima Survivors specifically.  It was 
a heartfelt, moving speech.  Also present were the 
Marines from Charlie Company in Plainville.  They 
spoke about how the Marines from Iwo Jima are an 
inspiration to them.  Survivor, Daniel Vece also 
spoke to the crowd and introduced the 
Commissioner while Ray Rivard introduced the 
Marines. 

Flag Day Open House 

June 13, 2009 
 

Hardware City Detachment Marine Corps league 
present the Forever Wave demonstration. 


